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INTRODUCTION

The family Ericaceae to which the genus Rhododendron
belong is composed of herbs, shrubs and trees with leaves that
are alternate, simple and estipulate. The genus Rhododendron
Linnaeus 1753 is characterised by shrubs and small to rarely
large trees. Leaves are spirally arranged varying from one to
two centimetres (cm) to over 50cm in size. In some species,
underside of leaves is covered with tiny scales or hairs. The
species are either deciduous or evergreen. Some species are
known to have clusters of large flowers. Alpine species are with
small flowers and small leaves.

Growing throughout the Northern Hemisphere and extending
into Southern Hemisphere in Southeast Asia, rhododendron
is a widely distributed genus with highest species diversity
found growing in the Himalayas. Grierson & Long recorded
46 rhododendron species for Bhutan in the Flora of Bhutan
of which 45 species are noted to be occurring in the country,
Phrumsengla National Park is home to 38 Rhododendron
species.

In this ‘A Pictorial Guide to Rhododendrons of Phrumsengla
National Park’ we document 38 species, three subspecies, two
varieties, and one hybrid of rhododendron observed over a
period of three years. The species are illustrated with colour
photographs (flowers, dorsal and ventral leaves, and bark).
The names of the species are arranged in alphabetical order
for ease and direct reference. This field guide aims to provide
basic information and use as a quick and handy reference
for forestry professional, nature lovers, enthusiasts, and the
general public.
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ABBREVIATION

Dzo. : Dzongkha

Nep. : Nepali/Lhotsham Kha
R. : Rhododendron

Sha : Sharchop/Tshangla Kha
Subsp. : Sub-species

Var. : Variety
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SLNo. SPECIES INDEX ' PAGENO.

1 Rhododendron areigenosum Hook.f. 5&6

2 Rhododendron arboreum Smith 7

3 Rhododendron arboreum var roseum Lindl. 8

4 Rhododendron arboreum subsp delavayi 9
(Franchet) Chamberlain

5  Rhododendron anthopogon D.Don (White) 10
Rhododendron anthopogon D.Don (Pink) 11

7 Rhododendron argipeplum Balfour f. & 12&13
Cooper

8  Rhododendron baileyi 1. B. Balf 14

9  Rhododendron barbatum G.Don 15

10 Rhododendron bhutanense D.G. Long & 16 & 17
Bowes Lyon

11 Rhododendron camelliiflorum Hook.f. 18& 19

12 Rhododendron camplyocarpum Hook f. 20

13 Rhododendron X candelabrum Hook.f 21 &22

14 Rhododendron ciliatum Hook.f. 23

15  Rhododendron cinnabarinum subsp. 24
cinnabarinum Hooker

16  Rhododendron cinnabarinum subsp. 25
Xanthocodon (Hutchinson) Cullen

17 Rhododendron dalhousiae var. rhabdotum 26
(Balfour f. & Cooper) Cullen

18  Rhododendron edgeworthii Hook.f. 27

19 Rhododendron falconeri Hook.f. 28 &29
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20 Rhododendron flinckii Davidian 30

21 Rhododendron glaucophyllum Rehder 31 &32
22 Rhododendron grande Wight 33

23 Rhododendron griffithianum Wight 34 & 35
24 Rhododendron hodgsonii Hook.f. 36 & 37
25 Rhododendron kendrickii Nuttal 38

26 Rhododendron kesangiae Long & Rushforth 39 & 40
27 Rhododendron keysii Nuttal 41

28  Rhododendron lanatum Hook f. 42 & 43
29 Rhododendron lepidotum G.Don (white) 44

30  Rhododendron lepidotum G.Don (Pink) 45

31 Rhododendron lindleyi Moore 46

32 Rhododendron maddenii Hook.f. 47 & 48
33 Rhododendron nivale J. D. Hooker 49

34 Rhododendron neriiflorum Franchet 50

35  Rhododendron pendulum Hook.f. 51 & 52
36 Rhododendron setosum D.Don 53 & 54
37  Rhododendron succothii Davidian 55 & 56
38  Rhododendron tsariense Cowan 57

39  Rhododendron thomsonii Hook.f. 58

40  Rhododendron triflorum Hook.f. 59

41  Rhododendron virgatum Hook.f. 60

42 Rhododendron wallichii Hook.f. 61-62
43 Rhododendron wightii Hook.f. 63-64
44 Rhododendron fulgens Hook.f. 65
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